FOREIGN POLICY  OF THE  COMMONWEALTH        479

war with Spain.   An expedition was sent to capture His- The
paniola in the Spanish West Indies (1655).1 But the attack tothJPtlon
upon that island was a disastrous failure. Jamaica, however, indies
was captured, and Cromwell proceeded to colonize it with <1655)
characteristic vigour.

The expedition to the West Indies by no means exhausted
Cromwell's activity in 1655. Blake was sent to the Mediter- Attack on
ranean on a cruise; he made a fine attack on Tunis, whose
Bey had refused to give up some English prisoners, but the
voyage is chiefly interesting as marking the beginning of
England's activity in the Mediterranean Sea, In the same
year some horrible atrocities committed by the Duke of
Savoy, with the connivance of the French, on the Protestants
who lived in the Vaudois valleys in Savoy, aroused angry
protests from Cromwell.2 The French King, therefore,
anxious to secure CromwelPs alliance, put pressure upon
the Duke to stop the massacres, and Cromwell was regarded
throughout Europe as the saviour of the Protestants,

Shortly after this successful intervention Cromwell made
a treaty with France, and war was formally declared between
England and Spain in the beginning of 1656.    The year
1657 saw a great naval success.   The English fleet, under The
Blake, found the Spanish treasure fleet at Santa Cruz, Santa at
protected by the forts.    Entering the harbour with the (us?),
flowing tide, Blake succeeded, before he retired with the
ebb tide, in sinking, blowing up, or burning every Spanish
ship.3   The following year (1658) it was the turn of the
soldiers.   The French and English determined to besiege
Dunkirk, the possession of which would give the English
" a bridle for the Dutch and a door into the Continent".
Six thousand of the New Model Army combined with the
French, They took the chief part in a battle waged near the

1 Such an expedition would not necessarily in those days involve a formal
war between England and Spain in Europe.

* See Milton's celebrated Sonnet on " The Late Massacre in Piedmont".

* Blake died on his homeward journey on board his ship at the very entrance
of Plymouth Sound, 7th August, 1657.